
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

Seeds of Progress: Seed Savers Exchange Celebrates 40
th

 Anniversary, 

Plans to Keep it Growing 
 
 

 

DECORAH, IOWA – Seed Savers Exchange, a leader in the heirloom seed movement, will celebrate its 40
th
 

anniversary in 2015.  Founded in 1975, the non-profit dedicated to protecting and sharing heirloom and open-pollinated 

plant varieties is looking ahead to a year full of progress and celebration. On top of their already extensive conservation 

work – Seed Savers Exchange maintains a collection of more than 20,000 seed and plant varieties at their 890-acre Iowa 

headquarters, Heritage Farm – the landmark year brings the publication of a highly anticipated new seed saving 

guidebook, an array of exciting on-site events, and the growth of a successful community seed outreach program. 

 

To arrange an interview or a visit, contact Laura Fuller at Seed Savers Exchange by email at 

newsroom@seedsavers.org or by phone at (563) 382-5990 ext. 190.  Seed Savers Exchange’s press and media page 

offers more information on upcoming events, and the latest news from Heritage Farm is posted to the organization’s blog.  

 

 Publication News: The Seed Garden: The Art and Practice of Seed Saving will be available in the spring of 2015.  A 

comprehensive guide for new and expert seed savers, The Seed Garden will teach any reader how to garden more 

sustainably and participate in conservation through seed saving. As Seed Savers Exchange’s Executive Director John 

Torgrimson says, “There’s no better way to maintain diversity than by saving seeds and starting your own collection.”  

 

 Seed to the People:  Seed Savers Exchange is teaming up with Seed Matters to bring seed saving to communities in 

need of reliable, sustainable food. Read more about the growing Community Seed Resource Program (CSRP) or 

schedule an interview to ask about the future of the program and the forthcoming nationwide seed saving curriculum 

for master seed saver certification.  

 

 Firm Foundation:  Diane Ott Whealy, Vice President and Co-Founder of Seed Savers Exchange, has been a pioneer 

in the heirloom seed movement from the beginning.  The mother of one of the world’s foremost non-profit seed 

saving institutions, Ott Whealy is also a skilled gardener, mother of five grown children, and author of Gathering: 

Memoir of a Seed Saver. “We can only preserve heirloom seeds through active stewardship,” Ott Whealy says. “If we 

don’t use them, if we don’t allow them to grow again, they become lost.”  

 

 Apples to Apples: In 2015, Seed Savers Exchange will make 40 rare heritage apple varieties available to the public 

for the first time. Get the story straight with Seed Savers Exchange’s resident apple expert, Dan Bussey.   

 

 Events: Seed Savers Exchange will host anniversary events throughout the coming year, including the Annual 

Conference and Campout and apple and tomato tastings. This year’s events feature speakers such as chef, cooking 

teacher, and writer Deborah Madison, tomato scholar and author of Epic Tomatoes Craig LeHoullier, and Joe Lamp’l 

of Growing a Greener World.  

 

 Exchange: The nation’s most diverse seed swap is now available online.  Visit exchange.seedsavers.org to see how 

the hard work of 40 years gives members instant access to over 10,000 heirloom and open-pollinated plant varieties. 

 

Celebrate this landmark year along with giants of the sustainable food movement. As Barbara Kingsolver, author of 

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle, writes to Seed Savers Exchange, “Seed saving embodies some of the things I value most: 

care for the future, care for the past, art and science, resourcefulness, and good food. Congratulations on 40 years 

of holding some of the best life in your hands.”   

 

mailto:newsroom@seedsavers.org
http://blog.seedsavers.org/press-and-media
blog.seedsavers.org
http://www.seedsavers.org/onlinestore/SSE-Books/The-Seed-Garden-The-Art-Practice-of-Seed-Saving.html
https://exchange.seedsavers.org/csrp/index.aspx
http://www.seedsavers.org/About-Us/Management_2/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/23/garden/apple-picking-season-is-here-dont-you-want-more-than-a-macintosh.html?module=Search&mabReward=relbias%3Aw%2C%7B%222%22%3A%22RI%3A18%22%7D&_r=0
http://blog.seedsavers.org/events
exchange.seedsavers.org

